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The 39th ANRC National Intercollegiate Equitation Championship competition was hosted by Centenary College in Long Valley, New Jersey on April 15-17, 2016. Fifty-six riders from 10 colleges participated. The ANRC National Intercollegiate Equitation Championship showcases the American Forward Riding System and the sport horse. Judged on equitation, it rewards diversified skills in a three-phase competition. Competitors complete a program ride which an outdoor derby-style course and a USEF Medal-type hunter seat equitation course. Riders ride the same horse throughout the competition, and jumps do not exceed three feet in height. Riders also take a written test on riding theory and equine science based on the USHJA TCP Study Guide and Certification Manual. Teams may consist of two or three riders (with the lowest of the three scores dropped in each phase).  Individuals may also compete.
A Novice Division with fences at 2’6” is offered in addition to the 3’ National Division.  Twelve colleges fielded teams or individuals this year:  Goucher College, Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD), Sweet Briar College, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Emory & Henry College, Fairfield University, Centenary College, Hood College, Lynchburg College, and Lafayette College. Judges for the riding phases of the three-day competition were Mr. Todd Karn, from Fayetteville, NY, and Dacia Funkhouser-Johnson, from Monticello, Fl, who judged the ANRC National Intercollegiate Championship in both 2004 and 2000.


Competition was preceded by two days of schooling, with riders from each college assigned practice time with their coaches in each of the settings.  Competition began with the written test on Thursday evening, with the Novice program riders beginning on Friday. Excellent weather prevailed throughout the weekend as the riders executed precise movements in the program ride phase which included the counter canter, turn on the haunch, and extended trot, then moving on to the gently rolling derby course in a field consisting of 12 natural jumps, then on the last day to the well-designed medal course in Centenary’s main ring. 

At the conclusion, scorekeepers hustled to record and post the final scores, while riders and horses gathered for the final mounted awards ceremony.  The winning National overall team was Centenary College, with Emory and Henry College in reserve, followed by Lynchburg, Sweet Briar, SCAD, Virginia Tech, Goucher, Fairfield and Lafayette. Centenary’s Cody Wooten was the overall National champion rider followed by Bailey Halverson.  The top-ten National competitors were recognized for “Excellence in Equitation” by USHJA. A beautiful perpetual trophy sponsored by USEF was presented to the SCAD for the winning overall novice team champion award with Centenary College in reserve, and followed by Emory & Henry, Lynchburg, Sweet Briar, SCAD, Virginia Tech, Goucher, Fairfield, and Lafayette. The overall Novice champion rider was Quinn Lowsky from SCAD and the reserve was Phillip Williamson from Centenary College. 
